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ST. CLAIR Co.–
Almost every evening, 
Steve and Sally Smith 
gather on the porch of 
their country home out-
side of New London with 
a glass of wine in hand to 
watch the sunset. 

As the sun paints the 
sky in hues of pink and 
orange, the Smiths take 
the time to talk about 
their day, catching up 
on the moments the two 
spent apart.

 If the scene looks just 
right, Sally will pick up 
her camera, handing her 
glass of wine to her hus-
band, and capture the 
moment as the sun dips 
into the horizon.

“We love to celebrate 
the sunset and watch the 
close of the day and see 
the stars come out,” Sally 
said. 

When they finish a 
bottle of wine, Steve adds 
it to his collection. Like a 
painter adding colors on 
his pallette, Steve recycles 
glass bottles to later break 
into pieces and use to cre-
ate art.

“[Glass] is a difficult 
product to keep out of the 
landfill so it’s a fun prod-
uct to experiment with,” 
Steve said. “When you 
throw things away, there’s 
not an ‘away.’ There’s no 

place to go other than a 
landfill and I’d just as soon 
keep as much out of a 
landfill as possible.”

The Smiths  are artists 
who have been married 
for 35 years. Steve cre-
ates mosaics, wind chimes 
and pendants from recy-
cled glass bottles, calling it 
Art from Empties. Sally is 
the organizer of the duo, 
booking art shows and 
gallery displays. She is also 
a nature photographer and 
likes to make notecards 
with her photos. Sally has 
been doing photography 
since she was in college, 
while Steve entered the art 
world only 10 years ago.

“It’s a fun outlet for 
creativity,” Steve said. 

 Steve worked for 23 
years in manufacturing 
sales, which demanded a 
lot of traveling. He said it 
created more stress than 
he was interested in creat-
ing so he sought a differ-
ent environment. 

“I found glass is a fun 
thing to play with,” Steve 
said. “I needed something 
to keep myself busy and 
this sort of filled that 
gap.” 

He said he started 
creating glass artwork 
on a whim. Originally, 
he thought about mak-
ing clay artwork, but after 
knowing some friends 
who made cheese boards 
out of recycled glass, he 

got the idea.
He bought a used kiln 

and started collecting bot-
tles from friends and fam-
ily, sometimes requesting 
different colors depending 
on what he wants. He will 
even go to a glass recycling 
center in Birmingham to 
get bottles. 

As someone who has 
always been involved in 
outdoors and nature, 
Steve said reusing glass 

and keeping the world a 
little cleaner aligns with 
his philosophy on keeping 
his footprint as small as 
possible on earth.

“Recycling is an 
important effort we 
should all do,” Steve said. 

To make a square foot 
of a mosaic, Steve said it 
takes about 2 or 3 wine 
bottles. He uses a vari-
ety of glass bottles, but 
mostly works with wine 

bottles. 
He creates tiles to work 

with by cutting and melt-
ing the bottle.

First, he cuts the neck 
and bottom of the bottle 
with a diamond encrust-
ed blade underwater to 
prevent the machine from 
overheating or the glass 
from breaking. This cre-
ates a glass cylinder that 
goes into the kiln. 

All his products go in 

the  kiln at least twice 
during the process, once 
to melt the glass into 
shape and once to finish 
it. The kiln takes 10 to 12 
hours to heat up to almost 
1,500 degrees Fahrenheit. 
He puts the glass in the 
kiln for about 24 to 26 
hours. The kiln takes an 
additional 12 to 14 hours 
to cool. 

Once melted, the cut 
bottle creates a thick 4- 
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Submitted Photos
Artists Steve and Sally Smith have been married for 35 years.  They create mosaics and photograph-
ic art that is on display in local homes and galleries.

Artistic duo capturing the beauty

A  sampling of Steve Smith’s pendant creations.
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of nature and playing with glass
by 6 inch piece of glass. 
After he has this flattened 
rectangle of glass, he can 
cut it into smaller piec-
es. These pieces could be 
used to create pendants 
or parts to his mosaics or 
even parts of windchimes.

Another method Steve 
uses to cut the bottle is by 
slicing it diagonally. He 
will make seven or eight 
diagonal cuts throughout 
the bottle, creating a cir-
cle about an inch or half 
an inch tall and ¼ inch 
thick.

“Like slicing a pizza,” 
he said.

These circular pieces 
are used in his mosaics or 
in his wind chimes. He 
creates wavy shaped glass 
for his wind chimes by 
“slumping:” Putting a cut 
strip of glass on a type of 
mold so when the glass 
melts down, it slumps 
onto the given shape.

“I need a big invento-
ry of parts,” Steve said. 
“I’m not generally mak-
ing parts knowing where 
they’re going.”

He said it takes him 
a month or two to make 
enough parts to spend 
two to three days laying 
out a mosaic.

“Laying out a mosa-
ic is probably not unlike 
laying out a quilt,” Steve 
said. “It’s a little like put-
ting a puzzle together but 
backward.”

Mosaics represent 
the smallest part of his 
business, but he said he 
enjoys making them. He 
uses mirrors or a cement 
board for the base and 
they range in size. The 
smaller mosaics he makes 
can go for around $200 
while ones at five or six 
feet go for around $2,500. 
His largest mosaic was 
seven or eight feet, which 
he said is about as heavy 
as he could pick up and 
move around. 

While he makes few 
mosaics, he makes a large 
variety of pendants. He 
said making pendants is 
his favorite because they’re 
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An example of Sally Smith’s nature photography.
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quick, easy and fun.
He will take the cut 

tiles of glass and sprinkle 
special colored powdered 
glass onto the surface. 
Then he will trace designs 
and images into the pow-
der to reveal the original 
glass. 

“It’s like sprinkling 
baby powder on furniture 
and writing a message on 
it,” Steve said.

The effect creates 
designs of trees, birds, 
flowers and other images 
on pendants with a color-
ful cloudy look.

His pendants sell for 
around $19 he said and 
his wind chimes go for 
around $40. Unlike with 
pendants, Steve keeps the 
glass for the windchimes 
natural. Since amber and 
green colored glass is the 
most common, he often 

searches for blue glass 
since it’s rarer. 

“I’m having a fun time 
doing it,” Steve said.

In order to work, 
Steve has layers of pro-
tective gear that prevent 
him from doing a lot of 
work during the summers 
and Alabama heat. As he 
works in the barn near 
their house, there’s no air 
conditioning or heat, so 
he also doesn’t usually do 
a lot of work in the mid-
dle of the winter.

“I always liked work-
ing with my hands,” Steve 
said. “I was much better 
at doodling in class than 
taking notes.”

Sally said he’s always 
been very creative. Often, 
Steve will ask Sally for her 
opinion and discuss his 
art. A lot of times they 
have these discussions 
during their sunset ritual.

“Steve is the creative 
fun one,” Sally said. “I’m 
the one that sort of takes 
care of the little details.”

While Sally organiz-
es the dozen of galleries, 
festivals and art shop they 
display their work each 
year, she also works cre-
ative magic of her own.

Her love for photog-
raphy started during a 
trip to Colorado she took 
in college. She said she 
figured she’d want to 
capture the sights and it 
turned into a love for 
nature photography she’s 
kept up since.

Most days she would 
take pictures in their 
acres around the house 
to see what was new. She 
may come across a spi-
der web glistening with 
dew, flowers blooming or 
a dragonfly perched on 
a branch. She said she’s 
often bent over to take 
a picture of a flower and 
noticed a bug on the pet-
als and exclaimed how 
amazing and intricate it 
is. 

“Photography is what 
feeds my soul,” Sally said. 
“It helps me realize my 
place in the world and 
that there’s a lot of cre-
ation and if we just slow 
down and take the time 
to look at, is really beau-
tiful.”

She said she doesn’t 
like taking portrait shots 
because people can be 
picky about their photos. 
She said it’s a different art 
to create a set with the 
right lighting, and she 
prefers to just go outside 
and see what’s there and 
capture it as it is.

“People are beautiful,” 
she said. “But animals 
and nature don’t com-
plain about being fat. I 
do better with them.”

Her attention to detail 
can be seen in how she 
takes pictures. She said 
she likes getting close 
into things and looking 
at the details presented in 
front of her.

“[Photography] helps 
me stop and slow down 
to look at the little 
things,” she said. “Our 
place looks a lot prettier 
if you look at the tiny 
bits of it rather than the 

bigger picture sometimes. 
You don’t see the grass 
that hasn’t been cut, you 
see wildflowers.”

After doing photogra-
phy for so long, she was 
encouraged to do some-
thing with her pictures. 
She said she loves to write 
and receive real letters, 
so she created notecards 
with her photos. Not 
only can people send 
messages in the mail, 
but the person will also 
receive a removable 5 by 
7 inch matte photograph 

of a blooming flower or 
other natural beauty.

Sally’s notecards and 
Steve’s artwork can be 
found in LMo’s Gallery 
on the square in Talladega 
and at Artscape art gal-
lery in Pell City.

Steve and Sally each 
create their own art-
work and often spend 
moments such as their 
sunset ritual enjoying 
nature together. They 
have a daughter together 
and enjoy gardening. 

The couple met 

through mutual friends 
and ended up each invit-
ed to the same camping 
trip. They started dating 
after that and their early 
dates included plant digs 
in the landfills, always 
keeping nature close to 
their hearts.

Sally said it is wonder-
ful to be an artistic duo 
who help support each 
other.

“It’s terrific almost all 
the time,” Sally said. “It 
makes life work very well 
together.”
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Steve Smith uses glass to make whimsical and decorative wind chimes.

Submitted photo

One of Steve Smith’s mosaics.
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