
Sports: 
Auburn's Malzhan 
knows things must 
change 18 ' 

-
' , .. ~ ~ •,~ .:'~-' ·! t' ~;;1,,.. . --

' ; ' . . ' 
~ T , f _rl£ 

Talladega: Krave restaurant opens in Triangle building 
St. Clair: Fatal multi-vehicle accident on 1-20 
Sylacauga: Fabric artist exhibit opens at Comer Museum 

2A 
sc 
3A 

. ' ~ -
Your hometown newspaper for Talladega and St. Clair counties 

TheDail Home 
GOTTA CATCH 'EM ALL 

New Pokemon Go 
smartphone game 

taking nation, 
Talladega by storm 

By ELAYNE SMITH 
Home staff writer 

I held my phone in my hand as I walked along 
West Battle Street and waited to cross to the green 
space of the square. 

Suddenly my phone buzzed and I froze. The 
lights had changed and I could have proceeded my 
course, but instead I held my phone in front of me 
as I caught a Venomoth. 

My Monday afternoon continued like that: I'd 
be walking down the street glancing at my phone 
then halt once I felt a vibration in my palm, stick
ing my phone out in front of me, swiping up on 
my screen. 

Like so many other people, I was playing 
Pokemon Go and trying to catch them all. 

Pokemon Go is an app for smartphones released 
on July 6. Based on the Pokemon video game series, 
the app revolves around finding and catching crea
tures with different powers called Pokemon. Its slo
gan, "Gotra catch them all," relates to the hundreds 
ofPokemon that players can find and catch. 

Since its creation, there have been Pokemon trad
ing card games, cartoons and video games. Now, if 
you see people holding their phones in front like a 
metal detector, it's possible they're playing a game 
that has taken the nation by a storm. 

In the series, people play as Pokemon trainers, 
trying to catch as many different species, evolve 
the species they already have into more powerful 
creatures, and battle them to increase their strength 
and gain objects. 

See Pokemon, Page 4A 

Prayer and 
Reflection 
Sylacauga plans 

ceremony for Dallas 
officers Thursday 

By DENISE SINCLAIR 
Home staff writer 

SYLACAUGA -- The Chamber 
of Commerce in conjunction with 
Mayor Doug Murphree and the 
Police Department will hold a time 
of reflection and prayer Thursday 
in regards to last week's violent and 
tragic events. 

The ceremony will be at noon in 
front of City Hall at the flagpole. 
Everyone is invited to attend. 

Police chaplain Mark Ledbetter 
said it will simply be a time for 
the public to come together to 
pray about the unfortunate series of 
violent and tragic events that took 
place across the nation last week. 

"A major way to bridge our 
differences is to appeal to our com
mon bonds -- our humanity and 

See Dallas, Page 4A 

President Obama 
attends memorial 

service honoring five 
Dallas police officers, 

see 5C 

Paul MoseleyfTNS 

President Barack Obama 
hugs Dallas police Chief 
David Brown on Tuesday 
during a memorial for five 
Dallas and DART police offi
cers shot to death in last 
week's attack, 

Developer Bill Ellison brings update to Pell City 
By DAVID ATCHISON 
Home staff writer 

PELL CITY -- Developer Bill 
Ellison, a man who has helped shape 
Pell City into what it is today, remains 
upbeat about future commercial growth 
for the municipality. 

"We need to continue to be posi
tive_ and to promote our cio/," ~llison 

Ellison pointed to the recent 
announcement of a new multi-million 
dollar entertainment center, which will 
include a multi-screen movie theater 
and bowling alley. 

"~hat's ~oing to give us momen
tum, he sa1d. 

He also said the two-to-one approv
al by voters for Sunday alcohol sales 
was critic~ .~o _brin~~ng Buffalo Wild 
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Heritage Hall Jazz Band plays Sunday at the Ritz 
By CHRIS NORWOOD 
Home staff writer 

The Heritage Hall Jazz Band will 
hold its 12th annual summer con
cert Sunday, July 17, at 3 p.m. at the 
Historic Ritz Theater. 

Dog," Cole Porter's "Night and Day'' 
(arranged by Jerry Nowack), Sinatra's 
"I Thought About You" (arranged by 
Mark Taylor), Michael Buble's "Haven't 
Met You Yet" (arranged by Phillie 
Ragsdale) and Santana's "Soul Sacrifice' 
(arranged by Michael Philip Mossman). 

Tickets are $12 at the door, and all 
seats are general admission. This year's 
program consists almost entirely of new 
material, according to director/trum
peter Jeff Wood. 

The band consists of Chad Bell and 
Melissa Padgett on alto saxes, Paul 
Millard and Steve Griffin on tenor saxes, 
and Ryan Wood on baritone sax; Tony 
Wood, Pete Barclay, Stephen Arline, 
Paul Castleberry, Lloyd Castleberry 
and Mark McCurdy on trombones; 
Dan Seaborn, Buddy Simpkins, Kara 
Baggett-Swindell, Russell Hathcock and 
Wood on trumpets; Jan Hill on bass; 
Angie Smith on keyboards; Bob Alam 
on guitar; Dave H erring on drums; and 
Susannah Herring on vocals. 

The program will consist of Louis 
Armstrong's "Struttin' With Some 
Barbecue" (arranged by Rick Stitzel), 
Trombone Shorty's "Backatown" 
(arranged by John Wasson), M ike 
Tomaro's "Saturday Morning Blues," 
Frank Sinatra's "The Best Is Yet To 
Come" (arranged by Scott Ragsdale), 
Duke Ellington's "It Don't Mean A 
Thing If It Ain't Got That Swing" 
(arranged by Victor Lopez), Nat "King" 
Cole's "Unforgettable" (arranged by 
Steve Griffin), Rich Woolworth's "Dirty 

"We are excited to present these 
great local musicians for your listening 
pleasure," Wood said. "We encourage 
everyone to come out and hear a great 
afternoon of big band jazz." 

Pokemon 
From Page 1A 

What it's all about 
Unlike previous Pokemon 

games, such as the ones played 
on Nintendo DS, Pokemon 
Go allows the garners to 
embody " Pokemon r'"in
er as they interact with the 
world around them. 

The app works by using 
the player's GPS signal and 
placing an avatar represent
ing their location on a virtual 
map. As the person walks, so 
does the avatar. The avatar 
has a radius, which will acti
vate aspects of the game. 

The goal of the game is 
to catch digital Pokemon in 
the real world. Once an ava
tar's radius hits a Pokemon 
in the "wild," the person's 
phone will vibrate and they 
can click on an image of 
the Pokemon on their screen. 
Using the phone's camera, a 
graphic of the Pokemon will 
appear on the screen as part 
of the person's surroundings. 

People have posted pho
tos to social media of finding 
Pokemon on their desks, in 
their backyards, on their pets 
or in the aisles of Walmart. 
This personalization and 
integration into the real 
world adds to the fi.m. 

When someone finds a 
Pok6non, true to the series, 
Pokemon Go enables players 
to catch the creature with 
a Pokeball. A player must 
successfully throw a Pokeball 
by swiping the red and white 
sphere onto the Pokemon. 

Special stops to explore 
Not only can people find 

Pokemon as they roam the 
streets or parks, bur there 
are other elements of the 
game that add to the scav
enger hunt. Set locations 

Ellison 
From Page 1A 

Home Depor, where the 
consrruction of the new 
Buffalo Wild Wings and 
entertatnment center are 
plauueu. 

"I am going to try to 
do something nice there," 
Ellison said. 

There ts also property 
prime for development 
across from the Bankhead 
Market Place, the Walmart 
shopping center and adja
cent to Walgreens on the 
other side of U.S. 231. 

Ellison said he listens to 

Set locations called Pokestops appear as float
ing blue cubes in the game. These stops range 
from historical landmarks to important buildings 
to churches. 
called Pokestops appear as 
floating blue cubes in the 
game. Players can click on 
them to see where they are 
in reality, bur cannot activate 
them until the Pokestop is in 
the avatar's radius. At these 
stops, players can get items 
they need, such as more 
Pokeballs, and learn some
thing about their area in the 
process. 

These stops range from 
historical landmarks to 
important buildings to 
churches. In Talladega, 
Pokestops include the 
Talladega Fire Department, 

ing The Home Depor, 
Walgreens and Publix, 
along wirh rhe stores and 
restaurants thar surround 
those stores. 

The commercial devel
opment Ellison was instru
mental in bringing to Pel! 
C ity generares abour 35 
percenr of rhe roral sales 
tax revenue for the munici
pality. Ciry Manager Brian 
Muenger said 71 percent of 
the municipality's revenues 
come from sales taxes. 

"For one person to be 
responsible for helfing 
generate 35 percent o the 
total sales tax for the city 
is a massive impact on our 
comm_ll_l1ity,." Mueng;er 

the grave of a War of 1812 
veteran and the Water Girl 
statue on the square. 

As I walked around 
the square and beyond, I 
hit about seven Pokestops. 
I kept thinking to myself, 
"Well, it's not that much far
ther to the next one." Soon I 
was walking and sweating far 
more than I had anticipat
ed, addicted to the scavenger 
hunt. 

Competition, team play 
The climax of the game 

starts when a player hits level 
5 and suddenly it's not just 
about catching cute crea-

Dallas 
From Page 1A 

sense of communiry," 
Ledbetter said. "When 
we can meet and hum
ble ourselves before our 
maker and recognize 
truth and justice must be 
tempered by compassion, 
when we kneel before our 
heavenly Father, there are 
no factions, no personal 
or political agendas, but 
the hope of asking for 
forgiveness and reconcil
iation." 

The chaplain said 

Bob CrispfThe Daily Home 

The Heritage Hall Jazz Band will hold its 12th annual summer concert 
Sunday, July 17, at 3 p.m. at the Historic Ritz Theater. Tickets are $12 at 
the door, and all seats are general admission. This year's program con
sists almost entirely of new material, according to director/trumpeter Jeff 
Wood. 

tures in photogenic places. 
Players' levels increase the 
more Pokemon they catch. 
At level 5, the game allows 
players to battle in gyms and 
join a team. 

In Nintendo games, gyms 
are a place to battle Pokemon 
to help evolve them and get a 
type of trophy. In Pokemon 
Go, gyms are still a place 
to battle Pokemon with an 
added element of comperi
tion. 

I hit level 5 on Monday 
and was faced with a daunt
ing decision: Which team 
to join? 

T he game has three 
teams players choose from: 
Instinct, Mysric and Valor, 
color-coared yellow, blue and 
red, respectively. Looking at 
the gym icons in the app, the 
gym will bear the reigning 
team's color. 

Players help their team 
take over gyms controlled 
by opposite teams or protect 
their teams hold of a gym. 

Like Pokestops, gyms 
require players get within 
a certain distance to battle. 
The Ritz Theater is one of 
Talladega's gyms. As a work
ing professional, I have not 
yet had time to enter the 
competitive realm. However, 
go Team Valor! 

Across generations 
For people my age, in 

their 20s, Pokemon Go 
brings back a nostalgia and 
excitement that something 
they grew up with has been 
reborn into somerhing so 
innovative. Yet, it has even 
entered my newsroom with 
people who only know of 
Pokemon through tl1eir kids. 

Jennifer Mashburn, 40, 
decided she wanted to know 
what it was about and down
loaded the app. As a mother, 
she said she loves the idea 
of gerring her kids outside, 

the public should gather 
with humble hearrs and 
a derermination ro allow 
"ourselves to become 
solutions in our commu
nity." 

The Rev. Henry 
Looney, pastor of 
Reaching the World 
Bible Church and former 
councilman, said this is 
an effort ro bring resi
dents together to pray as 
Christians. 

"It is going to take this 
to change heartS in this 
country. It is going ro 
take accountability," he 
said. 

Looney said in today's 

of giving them something 
active and social to do. For 
herself, she said she thinks 
it's cool. 

"It's the first thing that I 
wish we had when we were 
kids," she said. "I don't like 
making runs to Walmart, bur 
I think I could enjoy going 
to Walmart with Pokemon 
Go." 

Accidental exercising 
As I walked around 

Talladega trying to find 
Pokemon and visiting 
Pokestops, I felt ridiculous. 
On one hand, I was so 
absorbed in my phone that I 
didn'r really pay attention to 
my surrow1dings, bur when 
I did, I noticed people look
ing at me fimny. Watching 
other people play the game 
in Jacksonville, I admit it's 
silly-looking. 

On another hand, I felt 
ill-prepared, wishing I had 
a warer bortle and walking 
shoes instead of dress flats. 
My gaming had turned into 
exercising. 

Zack Love, 16, said he 
walked two miles while play
ing the game withour real
izing it. He said Pokemon 
was the videogame of his 
childhood and he grew up 
playing it. 

"I absolutely love 
(Pokemon Go)," he said. "I 
love being active anyway, but 
I can really see this making 
exercise fi.m for people who 
don't enjoy it as much." 

Mashburn said she thinks 
the game is brillianr because 
it combines people's phone 
addictions with outdoor 
activity. 

"It mixes the fact that 
their faces are stuck in their 
phone with an actual people 
interaction," she said. "Its a 
high-tech scavenger hunt." 

As we were talking, anoth
er colleague said he drove 

world, the public can see 
things instanraneously 
with social media playing 
such a huge part in the 
life everyone leads. 

''I'm wondering if 
it was worse years ago 
and we couldn't see it 
because we did not have 
cellphones with cameras, 
texts, or tweeting. Now 
we can see what happens 
almost immediately and 
in the moment," the pas
tor said. 

H e said everyone must 
make a decision about 
what they stand for, 
and hearrs need ro be 
changed. 

his kids around on Sunday 
stopping so they could rur 
around and catch Pokemon. 

"It's the most exercise m) 
kids have had in two weeks,' 
Brad Southern said. 

Room for improvement 
Both of Southern's old. 

esr boys grew up playin! 
Pokemon. Gabriel, about tc 
rurn 13, said he likes ho" 
active it is and how they hav· 
en't released a game like it ir 
a longtime. 

"It's not sitting in om 
place; you have to mov< 
around," he said. "It feeL 
cool because there's nothin! 
really like it out there." 

His brother, Micili, 14 
said he's disappointed then 
aren't more Pokemon type 
or that the Pokemon don'1 
have their battle moves in th< 
app. He said the games ar< 
berter. However, he said h< 
thinks the app is near and hi, 
favorite thing to do is stea 
Pokemon from his brothe1 
when he's not looking. 

"] guess I'm the Tearr 
Rocket of the real world,' 
Micili said. 

Gabriel said he lilces th< 
social aspect of it, but wishe 
there was a way ro batt!< 
his friends or participare ir 
gyms easier. He said mos1 
Pokemon you have to batt!< 
are in the 800 or I ,000 level, 
and his highest is at 200. 

"You can't really do any 
thing at the gyms withoUJ 
a high-level Pokemon," h< 
said. 

Micili also warned play 
ers to be careful. Peopl< 
need to make sure to use th< 
buddy system, he said, avoic 
bad neighborhoods and tel 
people where they're going. 

"That Pikachu is no' 
worth you stopping in th< 
middle of a highway," h< 
said. "I d~,n't care if you see ; 
Mewtwo. 

"We've got to talk 
about it. Ir is abour rhe 
love of God and know
ing Christ," Looney said. 
"We must change and 
value human life more. 

"Jesus came ro give us 
life. We can't minimize it. 
Life is important. Jesus 
didn't specitY any color or 
race. Every life is import
ant and we musr trust 
God." 

A press release from rhe 
chamber also said the cer
emony will honor those 
police officers who died 
Thursday m Dallas and 
honor the Sylacauga Police 
Oeparrment. 
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