
Sports: 
Sylacauga leads 
all-county soccer 
team 18 

Sylacauga: Property owners send letter to council 
Talladega: Local man arrested for jewel theft 
Talladega: 'Sleeping Beauty' today at Ritz Theatre 

3A 
SA 
68 

Your hometown newspaper for Talladega and St. Clair counties 

TheDail Home 
'The Lord has another angel' 

Elayne Smith/The Daily Home 

Susan lhlefield, of Munford, died in a fire at her home Friday morning along with her seven dogs 
and three cats. 

Munford woman killed in house fire 
was 'incredible, loving and caring' 

By ELAYNE SMITH 
Home staff writer 

MUNFORD -- Jud Ihlefield 
was at work when he received a 
call on Friday at around 5:45 a.m. 
from his neighbor, saying smoke 
was coming from his house. 

H e tried to call his wife, Susan 
Ihlefield , who lived with him, but 
never got an answer. W hen he 

pulled up to his house on Valley 
Road, flames were showing from 
the building and firefighters were 
trying to control them. 

M rs. Ihlefield would have been 
68 in July. She had seven dogs and 
three cats. 

None of them survived the fire. 
Hours later, after most of the 

firefighters had left, Mr. Ihlefield 
stood looking at the black face of 

his house, pieces of ash still danc
ing in the air, and shook his head 
slightly. The pain was clear on his 
face and his silence was heavy. 
When he managed to break the 
silence, he said five words before 
walking away. 

"The Lord has another angel. " 
The Munford Fire Department 

See Fire, Page 6A 

Daily Home's Team Ginger 'creams' 
Team AC in MDA Lockup fundraiser 
By LACI BRASWELL 
Home staff writer 

The Muscle Dystrophy Association Lock-up 
event for Sylacauga concluded on Thursday with 

Talladega 
County man 

accidentally shot 
By CHRIS NORWOOD 
Home staff writer 

A Talladega Counry man was seriously injured 
Thursday night from what appears to be an 
accidental shooting, according to Sheriff Jimmy 
Kilgore. 

Kilgore said the victim, Taylor Sims, 20, of 
Plantersville Road, Alpine, was at a family farm 
on the 2400 block of Tallasahatchie Road in 
Sycamore with a friend checking on an irrigation 
sysrem at the time of rhe accident. 

"Apparently, he heard a shot, got out of the 
vehicle and called out that they were there, then 
another shot rang out and he realized he was hit," 
Kilgore said. 

The friend was able to get Sims back into the 
vehicle and to the emergency room at Coosa 
Valley Medical Center in Sylacauga. From there, 
he was transferred to a hospital in Birmingham. 

The sheriff added he did not have a specific 
condition on Sims on Friday afternoon, bur 
said he had been conscious and able to speak 
with investigators at the emergency room in 
Sylacauga. Although his injuries are serious, he is 
expected to recover, Kilgore said. 

Investigators canvassing the area where the 
shooting occurred found a neighbor who had 
been taking target practice with a .22 rifle on an 

See Shot, Page 6A 

Marble, automobile 
industries bring 

new companies to 
Sylacauga area 

By DENISE SINCLAIR 
Home staff writer 

SYLACAUGA -- Thanks to the marble and 
automobile industries, several new companies 
have located in the Marble C iry in recent years. 

Talladega Counry Economic Development 
Authoriry Executive Director Calvin Miller, on 
behalf of the Sylacauga Industrial Development 
Board, recently updated C iry Council members 
on developments during their term in office. 

T he biggest industrial development during 
the council's four-year term has been IKO. The 
company makes shingles, and its reason for locat· 
ing in Sylacauga was its use of calcium carbonate 
from marble. The company wanted to be near 
the marble quarries that supply the product, 
Miller said. 

IKO completed its $145 million faciliry and 
employs 60. It will employ an additional15. 

Atlas Roofing opened in 2015 and has 40 peo· 
pie working now in irs $15 million faciliry. T his 
year, Miller said, it has completed a $9,940,000 
expansion that will employ an additional 18 
people. 

It also located in Sylacauga for rhe marble 
quarries and calcium carbonate, Miller said. 

The executive director of TCEDA said Mike 
Landers, executive director of the Chamber of 
Commerce, recruited T GBS Holdings, which 

See Sylacauga, Page 6A 
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Fire 
From Page 1A 

got the call at 5:22 a.m. Friday, 
reporting a house fire on Valley 
Road. Along with the Munford 
Volunteer Fire Department, the 
Talladega Sheriff's Office and 
the State Fire Marshals went 
to the scene, as did Northstar 
ambulance. 

When Munford firefighters 
arrived and saw the flames, they 
called for mutual aid. Ironaron 
Volunteer Fire D epartment 
arrived around 5:45 a.m., fol
lowed shortly after by Oxford 
Fire D epartment at 5:49 a.m. 
Two Talladega firefighters 
arrived on scene at 8:06 a.m. 
to help relieve firefighters and 
help with overhaul and con
trolling hot spots, staying for 
about 30 minutes. 

Oxford Fire C hief Gary 
Sparks said they helped 
Munford conduct a search and 
rescue, staying on the scene for 
about four hours. They were 
also there to help with fire 

Fundraiser 
From Page 1A 

Cook and Classifieds Manager 
Ginger Staude. 

During the fundraiser, par
ticipants were "arrested and 
locked up" for one hour at 
Harvey's on Noble in Sylacauga, 
as they attempted ro "raise 
bail," by reaching out to family, 
coworkers and friends to pay 

Sylacauga 
From Page 1A 

purchased the former Alabama 
Marble Quarry. 

The company invested 
$34.5 million and employs 38 
people, now doing business as 
Sylacauga Masonry Arrs. 

Other industries mak-
ing changes and investments, 
Miller said, are: 

Heri rage Plastics has 
expanded twice, investing an 
additional $30 million and 
employing 17 more people. 
T he industry also uses calcium 
carbonate from marble; 

--Heritage Freight, very qui
etly, has constructed a 100,000 
square foot warehouse for ship
ping engine blocks and heads 
for Nemak. Heritage Freight 
now has four facilities and 

Shot 
From Page 1A 

adjoining piece of property at 
the time. 

"He didn't even know what 
had happened until the inves
tigators talked to him," Kilgore 

suppression. Sparks, along with 
Munford Assistant Fire Chief 
Jim Barnett, handled com
mand. 

Barnett said it took roughly 
two hours to get the fire under 
comrol and there were about 20 
firefighters on scene during the 
peak of the response. Oxford 
firefighters started searching 
before the flames were sub
dued, he said. 

Sparks said they used saws to 
cur through the metal roof in 
rhe back of the house to recover 
Mrs. Ihlefield's body. She was 
pronounced dead at 7:45 a.m., 
according ro Talladega County 
Coroner Shaddix Murphy. The 
preliminary cause of death is 
smoke inhalation, he said. State 
Fire Marshals and Talladega 
County's Sheriff Office are 
leading an investigation into 
the cause of the fire and death. 

"At this time I haven't been 
notified of any suspicion of 
criminal activity," said Ed 
Paulk, Alabama State Fire 
Marshal. 

Sparks said there were a lo t 
of hot spots to control. While 

for their freedom. 
To make matters more 

interesting, rhe Daily Home 
co-workers agreed to engage in 
a friendly side competition to 
see who could raise the most 
money between them. 

They agreed the loser would 
rake a pie to the face on the 
Talladega Courthouse Square 
at high noon on Friday-- for all 
the public ro see. 

Staude was victorious by 
raising $714 and was award-

employs 140 people; 
-- Nemak had grown to more 

900 employees, but due to con
tract changes with automotive 
companies, it has dropped to 
700. Miller said this setback is 
temporary; 

-- Ameribolt moved ro larg
er facilities in Sycamore and 
employs 167 people; 

-- Fleetwood Metal made a 
$4.6 million expansion, add
ing five people and growing 
to more than 220. Fleetwood 
located in the speculative build
ing behind Home Depot; 

-- Blue Bell announced a 
$5.3 million expansion that it 
had to put on hold. Blue Bell 
is back to 267 employees; and 

-- Local investors rurchased 
the Pear building (Marvin's) 
and have built a pilot fertilizer 
plant to make coated fertilizer. 
If successful , they will build a 
larger facility. 

said. "He didn't take it well, as 
you can imagine." 

It was nor clear how far away 
Sims was from the shooter at 
the time. 

The investigation remained 
open Friday evening, although 
all indications at that time were 
that the shooting was an acci
dent. 

Alabama finance official 
fired after 'security concerns' 
By TIM LOCKETIE 
Consolidated News Service 

A top official of the state's 
Finance Department was sacked 
last week after "security con
cerns" surfaced in the depart
ment's computer division, 
~cc_ordi':g t~ letters from Gov. 

FBI Special Agent Douglas 
Astralaga confirmed on Friday 
morning that Bentley requested 
an "administrative-slash-compli
ance" audit of state computers 
that have access to FBI informa
tion. He said no investigation 
has begun yet. 

''At this rime there is no FBI 

THE DAILY HOME 

the fire was under control 
within two hours, Munford 
firefighters remained on scene 
for more than three additional 
hours to control the hotspots 
and ensure the fire wouldn't 
rei9.nire. 

'The house is a total loss," 
Sparks said. 

Driving up to the house at 
10:20 a.m., the front looked 
scorched, almost complete
ly blackened from severe fire 
damage. Yet, the entrance still 
boas ted curling ironwork and 
gave the imlression that the 
house was sri! somewhat intact. 

Peering through the open 
windows and door, the charred 
inside was barely more than 
black shadows. Walking around 
rhe side of the house through 
the car port, the true damage 
could be seen. 

The back of the house was 
gone. Pieces of metal roof hung 
across space where walls should 
have been. The black remnants 
were crumbled in an ashy blan
ker across the ground. A few 
ways off from the main struc
ture was a pile of burnt items 

ed the honor of pieing Cook, 
outside on the courthouse lawn 
--during its busiest time of day. 

"I tried to let him get out of 
it, but he wouldn't call it off," 
Staude said. 

Cook, who raised $660 for 
the MDA fundraiser, was a 
good sport. 

"Between the two of us, the 
Daily Home raised more than 
$1,300 ro help MDA make 
life a little bit better for peo
ple who live with debilitating 

with what looked like the skel
eton of a lawnmower in rhe 
middle. 

Smoke still slithered through 
rhe air and seeped into clothes 
five hours after the initial call. 
The Munford Fire Department 
was the only agency left on 
scene as rhey finished con
trolling hot spots and helped 
the family salvage what belong
ings they could. 

Kendra Hannah's hands 
were smudged black as she car
ried picture frames and albums 
firefighters recovered from 
the house to a white pick
up. Hannah is one of Mrs. 
Ihlefield's three daughters. T hey 
were able to recover pictures, 
guitars and other sentimental 
belongings, but nothing more 
than a truck-load of items. 

H annah said her own house 
burned down in December 
2014, and she was shocked and 
pained to endure another fire. 

She said her mother was 
incredible, loving and caring. 
Mrs. Ihlefield used ro sing 
all the rime and sang at her 
church. 

muscle illnesses," he said. "If it 
takes getting a pie in the face, 
there are worse ways to spend a 
Friday lunch hour. " 

The money raised from the 
Lock-Up donations help MDA 
establish a world without the 
harmful effects of muscle dis
eases that often rake away peo
ple's ability to perform daily 
tasks. 

A portion of the fundraising 
proceeds will also go toward 
directly sponsoring children 

Saturday, June 25, 2016 

"She raised us up singing 
and playing the guitar," she 
said. 

Funeral arrangements for 
Mrs. Ihlefield were being made 
Friday. For inquiries, contact 
Chapel Hill Funeral Home in 
Anniston or Bethlehem United 
Methodist Church in Munford. 

Hannah said her mother's 
big heart could be seen in the 
way she cared for her pets. Her 
mother once had her own ken
nel and since then has cared for 
a large number of pets. 

"They were the best taken 
care of pets," she said. "They 
were her babies." 

Mrs. Ihlefield had two stan
dard poodles named Apostle 
and Jay; three long-haired 
dachshunds named Ranger, 
Fancy and Mimi; a rescued ger
man shepherd named Elsa; and 
a yorkie affectionately known 
as Squirt. She also had three 
cars: Jack, Pistol and Muffin. 

H annah offered a theory as 
to why the pets did not survive 
rhe fire. 

"They wouldn't leave her." 

attending the MDA Summer 
camp in central Alabama. 

''The camp is I 00 percent 
handicap accessible," Shivers 
said, "and it's a great place for 
these kids to be able to have fun 
and be themselves." 

For more information about 
the MDA summer camp and 
how to get involved, visit www. 
mda.org or call the MDA 
North and Central Alabama 
office at 205-823-8191. 

Community £alendar 
All calendar items must be emailed as simple text documents to news@dailyhome.com. The more imme
diate calendar items will appear first, with later dates appearing as space permits. The deadline is noon 

on the day before you want your announcement to appear. 

SATURDAY, JUNE 25 

• BARBEQUE SUPPER 
Plank Road Station Lodge 

next to W interboro High 
School. Saturday, June 25, 4 
p.m. - 6:30 p.m. BBQ, cole 
slaw, baked beans, BBQ bread 
& dessert. Tea with eat in. $7 
per plate. All proceeds benefit 
restoration of Lodge. 

• St. Clair County Training 
School reYOUnion's next 
meeting will be at Earnest 
White Community Center at 
2 p.m. We need any informa
tion on the school, old school 
pictures, programs, ere., of any 
events that rook place at rhe 
school or about the school. 
Does anyone have the pro
gram from rhe first school 
reunion held in 1990? Hope 
to see you at the reYOUnion 
Sept. 2-3. 

• Farmer's Marker and 
HomeTown Harvest will 
be every Saturday through 
August from 8-11 a.m. at the 
Lincoln Library, 47475 U.S. 
78. The Market offers booths 
to all growers at no charge. All 
Items must be home produced 
no res"le irems ro he sold. 
Fruit and vegetables produced 
by you; jams jellies, etc. made 
by you; crafts made by you. 
No yard sale items. Anyone 
interested in setting up please 
contact: Lincoln P&R at 205-
763-1006 or emaillprd@cen
tu rytel. net. 

The Historic Ritz 
'_I?e.a~re ~~.present ~issoula 

SUNDAY, JUNE 26 

The Talladega Area 
Chapter of the Talladega 
College National Alumni 
Association will meet at Mr. 
Canaan Baptist Church at 4 
p.m. 

District 13 Most 
Worshipful PHA Grand 
Lodge will celebrate Sr. John's 
Day at 4 p.m. at Kingston 
Missionary Baptist Church, 
where the Rev. Byron White is 
pastor. The guest speaker will 
be the Rev. Head. 

MONDAY, JUNE 27 

• T he Parkinson's Disease 
support group will meet at 
I 0 a.m. in the Ladies Parlor 
at the First Baptist Church 
in Sylacauga. If the patient is 
not able to attend or is not 
interested, the caregiver could 
benefit greatly from the pro
grams and discussions at each 
meeting. For more informa
tion, call Carolyn at 256-245-
6739 or the church office at 
256-245-6301. 

•The Talladega County 
Retired Educarors Association 
Executive Board and mem
bers helping with the new 
retirees reception will meet 
at 10 a.m. at 132 N . Court 
St. (Community Action 
Auditorium) for planning 
the 2016-17 budget and the 
August reception for new 
retirees. 

TUESDAY, JUNE 28 

Beverly. Everyone is invited. 

•A T.O.U.C.H meeting 
will be at II a.m. at Citizens 
Hospital. All cancer survivors 
and support personnel are 
welcome. 

THURSDAY, JUNE 30 

• Talladega Rotary C lub 
meets every Thursday at noon 
for lunch at Citizens Baptist 
Medical Center, 604 Stone 
Ave., Talladega. Join us for a 
delicious meal and an infor
mative program. 

FRIDAY, JULY 1 

• Alabama Power Shoreline 
Management will hold a 
public education open house 
from 10 a.m. ro I p.m. at 
the Pell City Civic Center at 
280 I Stemley Bridge Road. 
Shoreline Management staff 
will be on hand ro greer you 
and answer your shoreline 
use and permitting ques
tions along with members 
of the Environmental Affairs 
D epartment, Reservoir 
Management, Logan Marrin 
Dam, Marine Police, Logan 
Martin Lake Protection 
Association, and more. Join 
us for some delicious food, 
giveaways, and some Yeti cup 
door prizes (must be present 
ro win). We look forward ro 
seeing you there. Please call 
205-472-0481 if you have any 
questions. 

SATURDAY, JULY 2 
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