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City of Talladega 
planning major 
announcement 

Thursday at Ritz 
By CHRIS NORWOOD 
Home staff writer 

If you haven't heard yet, there will be 
a major announcemenr abour Talladega's 
future Thursday starting at 6 p.m. at the 
Ritz T heatre. 

For rhe last several weeks, rhe city has 
been conducting a social media campaign 
to generate inreresr in the evenr, while 
keeping the specific nature of char event 
under wraps. 

For instance, an item posted under 
Tomorrow's Talladega on Facebook 
invites users to "help our city rake an 
exciting turn into the future. Talladega 
has nature. Talladega has art. Talladega 
has opportunity. Talladega has so much 
to offer. It's your city, and we truly want 
you to be a part of this event where we 
will re,;eal an inspiring vision for our 
future. 

City Manager Patrick Bryant said 
Tuesday the current "effort was the cul
mination of nine monrhs of hard work by 
people throughout rhe community. We're 

See City, Page 6A 

Bear sightings 
becoming more 

prevalent in 
Talladega County 
By CHRIS NORWOOD 
Home staff writer 

It's already June, school is our and 
complaints about the hear are ubiqui
tous. Bur this summer, one thing is dif
ferent in east central Alabama, there is a 
new player involved: the black bear. 

To dare, only one close encounter 
between people and bears has ended 
badly, and char was for the bear struck 
and killed by a car near Hepzibah Church 
last month. 
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AG Luther Strange spoke to members of the Rotary and Kiwanis clubs Tuesday during a luncheon at the 
Sylacauga City Board of Education. 

State AG Luther Strange hints at 
more corruption investigations 

By DENISE SINCLAIR 
Home staff writer 

SYLACAUGA Alabama 
Attorney General Lurher Strange 
hinred there could be more political 
corruption investigations for the 
state. 

Strange spoke to members of rhe 
Rotary and Kiwanis clubs Tuesday 
during a luncheon at the Board of 
Education. 

The attorney general said, at 
rhe present rime, everything IS 

controversial in Monrgomery 
from the recent guilty verdict in 
rhe long-awaited corruption trial 
of now former Alabama House 
Speaker Mike Hubbard to the pos
sible impeachment of Gov. Robert 
Bentley and the suspension and 
possible removal of stare Supreme 
Court Chief Justice Roy Moore. 
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Alabama Attorney General 
Luther Strange 

have been achieved had not his 
office pur together the public cor
ruption unit. 

''I'm proud of their work," 
Strange said. "This should send a 
clear message char in Alabama, you 
shouldn't cross the line, and we will 
hold public officials accountable for 
their actions. " 

He said it rook 2 \12 years to bring 
the case to trial. 

"It is not over. There will be more 
controversial issues in the upcoming 
elections," he said. 

Sttange said his office is investi
gating the accusations around the 
state's former top law enforcement 
official, Spencer Collier. 

Strange would nor comment 
on Bentley facing federal and state 
investigations into whether he mis
used his office to reward friends 
and cover up a possible affair with 
~ tnn ~ iriP 
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Johnny Johnson of the Alabama Wildlife 
and Freshwater Fisheries Division 
explained that bears had begun migrating 
into east Alabama from west Georgia as 
the human population there grows. 

"They're trying ro find homes in near
by areas," he said. 

Michael and Stephanie Keith encoun
tered a large specimen in Lincoln Harbor 
on Monday and were able ro get some 
pictures. 

"We saw it next ro a 500 gallon tank, 
and the bear's back was level with the 
hatch on the tank," Michael Keith said. 

The Keiths contacted game warden 

See Bear, Page 6A 

Submitted photo 

A bear was seen Tuesday morning on 
Joe Lee Road. 
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Special Prosecutions Division as 
part of his office's ongoing com
mitment ro fight public corruption. 
Since that rime, division investiga
tors and prosecutors have continued 
ro investigate and prosecute crimes 

involving the breach of public trust 
by public officials and employees. 

The atto rney general said 
Hubbard's verdicts marked "a good 
day for the rule of law in our state." 

He said rhe result would never 
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"I've informed my investigators 

ro follow the rrurh where ir leads," 
he said. 

See Strange, Page 6A 

Consul general of Japan in Atlanta 
visits Lincoln mayor, Honda plant 

By ELAYNE SMITH 
Home staff writer 

LINCOLN The 
consul general of Japan 
in Atlanta visited Lincoln 
on Tuesday to talk with 
Mayor Bud Kirchin and 
tour Honda Manufacturing 
of Alabama, leaving with a 
piece of Southern hospital
ity in the form of blueber
ries and wine. 

Takashi Shinozuka has 
been the consul general 
of Japan in Atlanta since 
January 2016. He has vis
ited Alabama eight times, 
but this was his first time 
visiting Lincoln. 

''I'm very excited to 
be here," Shinozuka said. 
"Although I come to rhe 
Honda plant for the first 
time, people in Atlanta told 
me it,is a nice, hospitable 
place. 

Shinozuka is responsi
ble for representing Japan 
in the southeastern region 
of the U.S., covering four 
states: Alabama, Georgia, 
South Carolina and North 
Carolina. His role strives ro 
strengthen economic and 
culrural ties between Japan 
and rhe U.S., and his visit 
worked tOwards that goal. 

See Consul, Page 6A 

Elayne Smith!The Daily Home 

In appreciation of Takashi Shinozuka's visit, 
Lincoln Mayor Bud Kitchin presented him with 
several gifts. 
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ers from the iO 10 Deepwater 
Horizon o il spill. 

Strange was rhe court-ap
pointed coordinating counsel 
for all five Gulf states in the 
li tigation against BP and its 
co-defendants. 

In addition to rhe stare-ne
gotiated settlement, the 
United States government 
reached an enviro nmental 
and economic damages setde
ment of $1.8 billion with BP 
to benefi t the state's coastal 

Consul 
From Page 1A 

He came to Lincoln with 
Naomi Takahashi, consul for 
econom1c and governmental 
affairs, to thank Kitchin for rhe 
mayor's support of these ties and 
the growth of the H onda plant, 
and to talk with him about the 
area. 

Kitchin said he was thrilled 
and honored that Shinozuka 
rook the time to come to City 
Hall and meet with him. 

"Lincoln has just opened its 

Bear 
From Page 1A 

Jerry Fincher, who rold them 
the animal may have been look
ing for a mate. 

A bear of similar size was 
seen Tuesday morning on Joe 
Lee Road, possibly the same 
animal. 

Black bears are normal
ly fairly docile and will avoid 
people. Keith also pointed out 

our office's 20l6 operations. 
We have faced significant cuts 
over the last few years. We 
received no increases, so we 
are gearing up fo r the 2017 
session for our fund ing." 

O ther 1ssues Strange d is
cussed included: 

-- Joining a coali tion of 26 
stares filing a Sup reme Court 
brief in a lawsuit against the 
Obama administration's exec
utive plan to grant amnesty to 
some 4 million illegal aliens; 

arms to Honda," Kitchin said. 
"We embrace everything about 
it." 

As a show of appreciation, 
Kitchin gave Shinozuka several 
gifts. He gave the consul general 
a container of blueberries that 
Kitchin grew on his land and a 
wine he made himself. 

The wine, labeled Cedar Point 
Winery and Vineyard as trib
ute to the road Kitchin lives 
on, was an Italian Primitive 
that Kitchin started making this 
past Valentine's Day. He usu
ally makes about 30 bottles of 
wine and usually offers them to 
friends. 

that there is no bear season in 
Alabama, and shooting one is 
always illegal. 

Capt. Bill Kennedy of the 
Talladega Counry Sheriff's 
Office said deputies have 
responded to bear sightings 
Sunday, Monday and Tuesday. 

According to documents 
Kennedy provided, escaping 
bears is largely a matter of com
mon sense. Avoid close encoun
ters and keep your d istance 
are the fi rs t two rips for fairly 
obvious reasons. 

you have the right to ke~p 
and bear arms. T his ruling in 
California is a challenge to the 
Second Amendment," Strange 
said. 

-- H e briefly spoke on gam
bling, Indian gaming and the 
general fund budget. 

"This state has nor had 
much growth income when it 
comes to the budget. Prisons 
and Medicaid expansion are 
serious issues this state has got 
to address," Strange said. 

"A little something of Lincoln 
to take back with you," Kitchin 
said to Shinozuka. 

H e also gave Shinozuka, 
Takahashi and Mark Jackson 
a coin and pin with the city 
emblem on them. 

Mark Jackson is honorary con
sul general of Japan, dealing with 
relations from Japan to Alabama, 
and is CEO and chairman of 
Moreson Conferencing. He 
joined the meeting on Tuesday. 
Jackson looks at how Japan can 
expand businesses in Alabama. 

"It creates an environment 
of growth and an opportunity 
for growth ," Jackson said. 

"If you can prevent an 
encounrer with a bear, the 
res t of the steps are necessary," 
according to the documenr. 
"Bears are reclusive creatures, 
and they generally prefer to 
steer clear of humans." 

If you spot a bear from a dis
tance, give it a wide berth, and 
if it has not seen you, do not 
disturb it. Leave dogs at home 
or keep them leashed. 

If the bear does see you, 
"remain calm and try to look as 
large as possible." Try to avoid 

nor ruled anything out right 
now," he said. 

Stranged mentioned he had 
hired two former Sylacauga 
police chiefs for his staff in 
Mo ntgomery, C hris Carden 
and Louis Zook. Carden 1s 
law enforcement coordina
tor fo r the attorney general, 
while Zook is chief of staff for 
the Alabama Peace O fficers 
Standards and Training 
Commission. 

Jackson said there are 142 
Japanese owned companies 
around Alabama that generate 
around $200 million in the 
state's economy. 

Shinozuka met with Ki tchin 
for about 20 minutes in the 
mayor's office at 11:30 a.m. 
Tuesday. The mayor showed rhe 
consul general around Lincoln 
C ity Hall before Shinozuka left 
to tour the H onda plant before 
returning to Atlanta. 

During the meeting, they 
talked about the Honda plant, 
Shinozuka's visit to Anniston 
in 2001 during the chemical 
weapon disposal program and 

showing fear, do not run and 
do not be aggressive, but also 
avoid showing fear and vulner
ability. 

Know rhe types of bears 
you are likely ro encounter and 
understand the bear's moti
vations, whether its behavior 
is predatory or non-predato
ry. Playing dead is nor recom
mended with black bears. 

In the case of black bears, if 
the bear should attack, "Your 
only chance to escape is to fight 
it or scare it away. Hit the bear 

wonderful p eople and assets 
the city of Talladega has to 
offer." 

T he major partners with the 
city in the big announcement 
include the Greater Talladega 
Area Chamber of Commerce 
and T he Daily H ome. 

Thursday night's presenta
tion is free and open to the 
general public. The presenta
tion and announcements will 
be followed by a reception with 
light refreshments. 

the next Southeastern U.S./ 
Japan, an organization to fos
ter economic relations between 
countries, conference in Tokvo. 
T he consul general and mayor 
exchanged invitations for future 
visits. 

Shinozuka also offered con
dolences for the losses rhe U.S. 
suffered in the O rlando night
club shooting June 12. Jackson 
said there's too much hatred 
going on, and Kitchin echoed 
those sentiments. 

"It's unfortunate that hate 
consumes those folks," Kitchin 
said. "Visits like today make you 
see the good in people." 

with rocks, pots, pans, sticks 
or fists -- anything handy. T he 
odds may seem against you in a 
fight, but bears generally do not 
see humans as prey, and a bear 
that makes a predarory attack 
is usually immature, starving 
or wounded, and may easily be 
scared away if you hit it." 

Black bears are excellent tree 
climbers, so going up a tree is 
not recommended. If running, 
change direction as often as 
possible. 
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