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TheDail Home 

By ELAYNE SMITH 
Home staff writer 

TALLADEGA -- For the first time in a 
while, the Albright House owned by First 
Baptist Church ofTalladega is going to be a 
home again. 

Built 180 years ago, the house is the 
oldest brick home in Talladega. The day 
after the United Stares celebrated irs 240th 
Independence Day, the house that has expe
rienced 75 percent of the country's history 
started getting a facelift for irs new life as a 
home for the man starting a Baptist church 
for the city's deaf population. 

On Tuesday, the scraping sounds of wall
paper removal filled the halls, the creaks of 
footsteps resonated across floorboards and 
chatter filled the rooms -- chatter that could 
mainly be seen rather than heard. 

Most conversations were in American Sign 
Language as people helped Steve Dye pre
pare the Albright House for his fami ly. Dye 
is the Deaf Ministry Catalyst for Alabama 
Baptist Convention State Board of Missions 
(ALSBOM). 

"I am a missionary," he said. "I feel that 
the Lord has brought me and my family here 
to assist in areas that need to be re-enforced, 
such as unity, leadership support, pastoral 
support, mentoring." 

See Church, Page 6A 

1 man arrested after fatal 
shooting in Pell City Friday 

By DAVID ATCHISON 
Home staff writer 

PELL CITY - Authorities 
are investigating a faral shooting 
rhar happened Friday night ar 
Lakeside Landing campground. 

Sr. C lair County Coroner 
Dennis Russell identified rhe vic
rim as Zachary Scorr Tribble, 35, 
of Athens. 

Russell said rhe victim died 
from an apparent gunshot wound, 
bur Tribble was shot twice. The 
victim was pronounced dead ar 
rhe scene ar 7:50 p.m. 

Russell said rhe victim's body 
was sent to Alabama Forensic 
Sciences in Huntsville so the offi
cial cause of death can be deter
mined. 

Sgt. Don Newton, the public 

Jackie Jordan 

information officer for rhe Pel! 
Ciry Police Department, said 
authorities arrested Jackie Owen 
Jordan, 63, of Odenville ar rhe 
scene. 

Newton said Jordan was 
charged with murder and is cur
renrly being held without bond 
ar rhe Sr. Clair County Jail in 
Pell Ciry. 

Authorities said the shooting 
stemmed from a disagreement 
between rhe two men. 

"We want our residents to 
know rhar this is nor a random 
crime and rhar Lakeside Landing, 
like all of Pell Ciry, is a safe 
area ... " said Pell Ciry Police Chief 
Greg Turley. 

Newton said the investigation 
into rhe alleged murder contin
ues. 

A look at who has 
qualified for municipal 
elections during week 1 

Qualifying for 
municipal elections 
continued in cit
ies across The Daily 
Home's coverage area 
!are last week. 

Tuesday was rhe 
first day candidates 
could officially launch 
bids for office, and 
qualifYing will contin
ue through Tuesday, 
July 19, ar 5 p.m. 

MUNICIPAL 
ELECTIONS 
* 2016 * 

Voters will go to rhe polls to elect mayors, 
ciry council members, and in Pell Ciry, school 
board members, Tuesday, Aug. 23. Poll hours 
will be 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. 

Any runoffs would be Tuesday, Ocr 4. 
Winners rake office Monday, Nov. 7. 

A glimpse ar who has qualified to run in 
area cities through Week I. 

CHILDERSBURG 

So far, three candidates are seeking to 
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First Baptist Church of Talladega will offer the Albright House to the Dye family for one year, then reevaluate to determine whether to renew the hous
ing agreement or seek other options. Various church groups are coming within the next few weeks from around the state to help 
renovate the Albright House. 

Church 
From Page 1A 

His role is to plant new deaf 
churches. T here are around 
54,000 deaf people in rhe stare 
of Alabama and only about 
200 to 400 of them have a 
place of worship in a Baptist 
church, according ro research 
done by ALSBOM. Of these 
places of worship, only five 
baptist deaf churches and 19 
deaf contributing miniseries 
exist in Alabama. 

Dye hopes to soon increase 
rhe number of deaf churches 
by one. First Baptist C hurch 
of Talladega is offering rhe 
Albright House to the Dye 
family as they help create a 
deaf church in Talladega. The 
deaf church services will be 
held ar First Baptist Church of 
Talladega once the leadership is 
established. A rimeline for rhar 
has nor yer been set. 

Dye became deaf ar 4 years 
old due to ear infections. His 
wife, Mandi, introduced him 
to sign language when he was 
24 years old. Before, he relied 
on lip-reading. Now he uses 
a mixrure of lip-reading, sign 
language and his voice to com
municate. 

Dye has been a Bible study 
leader, a rwo-rime pastor, a 
guest speaker, Camp Shocco 
leader and a missionary. For 
22 years, he's devoted his life 
to spreading rhe Bible's mes
sage ro deaf communities, and 
he joked ir still wasn't long 

Qualifying 
From Page 1A 

enough. 
"People always said I'm a 

good listener, a good advisor 
-- some of the qualities of a 
pasror, of a leader," he said. "Ir 
became a calling." 

Mandi said everything 
they've done helped prepare 
them for this task in Talladega. 

"lr took 22 years of minis
try experience to get us here," 
she said. "God has opened his 
doors ... . I'm excited to see the 
transformation. God has been 
so good." 

Oxford Deaf Church 
O n Sunday mornings 

ar 10 a.m. , Jason Roop uses 
American Sign Language to 
lead service ar the Oxford Deaf 
Church. 

A voice interpreter follows 
rhe pastor's hand signals with 
words. A TV on the /ulpir 
shows sermon notes an adds 
visual components. Music is 
lead in sign language wirh 
the audio and bass turned up 
so the vibrations can be felt 
through rhe floor. 

"A deaf church rhar preaches 
the gospel in a way rhar firs rhe 
unique culture, expression and 
language of deaf people rends 
ro be rhe most impacrful way 
of drawing people to Christ," 
Roop said in an email. 

The church is a model for 
rhe developing deaf church 
in Talladega. The difference 
berween a deaf church and a 
deaf comriburing ministry is 
rhe leadership. Deaf churches 
are lead by deaf people instead 
of having an interpreter in a 
hearing church. 

Warson. 
Week 1 qualifiers for rhe 

C ity Council included incum
benr Chris Warson, Ward 3; 

"A deaf church offers more 
accountability, support and fel
lowship rhar most deaf believ
ers usually wouldn't get from 
an interpreted deaf ministry," 
Roop said. 

Oxford Deaf Church has 
about 30 regular members, ser
vicing a 30- ro 40-mile radi
us, including Talladega. The 
church starred in rhe First 
Baptist Church of Talladega 
over 20 years ago, then relocat
ed ro Oxford seven years ago. 
Last September, ir officially 
became Oxford Deaf Church. 

Roop is deaf and has served 
rhe church for five years. He 
recen dy accepted the call to 
become pastor and will be 
ordained in August. He said his 
church is more than willing ro 
help with reaching and training 
in Dye's efforts to create a deaf 
church in Talladega. 

"A deaf church rhar seeks 
rhe Lord first, and is biblical, 
compassionate, evangelical and 
missional can affect the deaf 
community by challenging 
their views," Roop said. 

Creating a deaf church 
The first step for Dye is 

finding leadership. He said rhis 
is a challenge. They need a core 
ream: someone to lead services, 
prayer, music and the youth. 

"We pray for another leader 
ro come," he said. 

Dye has helped starr rhree 
churches in the past. H e said 
he will starr serving as a leader, 
bur his goal is ro enable some
one else to rake charge. 

"My preference is to go ro 
o rher churches and support 

O nly incumbents have qual
ified for the mayor and rhe 
council positions. 

Mayor Tony W hite and 

other pastors," he said. "I will 
stay here until God puts me 
somewhere else." 

Dye can't give a rimeline yet 
for rhe deaf church creation 
as rhey wait on leadership. He 
said they'll starr with a Bible 
study and grow from there, 
learning about the communi
ty's needs. 

"I look forward ro deaf peo
ple raking up leadership and 
God's kingdom growing," he 
said. 

Terry King is the chairman 
of evangelism and outreach 
ministry for rhe First Baptist 
Church ofTalladega. He's help
ing Dye bridge a relationship 
berween the developing deaf 
church and the established 
hearing church. 

"A need has redeveloped in 
Talladega," King said. ''A great 
opportunity has been offered 
ro our church and we are rrying 
ro make ir happen." 

King's church will provide 
space for the deaf church ser
vices and Bible study classes. 

The Albright House 
The church will offer the 

Albright H ouse ro the Dye 
fam ily for one year, then reeval
uate ro determine whether ro 
renew the housing agreement 
or seek other options. 

King said there will be var
ious church groups coming 
within the next few weeks from 
around the stare to help ren
ovate. 

"We hope ro resrore (rhe 
house) as close as possible to irs 
original stare," he said. 

The pre-civil war house 

for District 3 school board, 
Laurie Henderson; for District 
4 school board, Tammie 
Williams; and fo r District 5 

has served as a home for past 
missionary families and Bible 
study classes throughout the 
years the church has owned ir. 
The spacious rwo-story house 
has walnut wood posrs and 
remnants of rhe past, such as 
an old crank doorbell. 

"Ir's great for hide-and
seek," Dye said wirh a smile. 

Kristy Kennedy played a 
major role in the Dye family's 
move to Alabama. She is a 
stare missionary to rhe deaf 
and works in ALSBOM's deaf 
ministries. She mer Dye in 
2013 when he was a guest 
speaker ar a convention rhen 
later when he worked ar Camp 
Shocco. She saw his talents 
and asked him, throughout the 
years, if he'd consider moving 
ro Alabama as rhere was a need 
for leadership. 

"H e is very outgoing and 
personable," Kennedy said. 
'He's a great role model and 
disciple." 

Dye was m Louisville, 
Kentucky, ar rhe rime and 
prayed over rhe decision. T hey 
moved to Birmingham in 
September 2015 and will move 
ro Talladega on July 29 when 
rhe house is ready. 

Dye and Mandi have three 
children who can hear: T.J ., 
21, who is married and lives 
in Kentucky; Faith, 14; and 
Kamy, 11. The family of four 
said they're excited to live in 
rhe house. 

"We never rhink of ir as our 
house," Dye said. "More like 
a pit stop, a place anyone can 
come by and sray." 

while newcomer H arry Heigl 
qualified Tuesday and Stephen 
D. Garris qualified Friday. 

In District 2, first-rime can· 
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